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ABSTRACT

Inthepromotionofglobalpeaceandsecurity,policecooperationisconsideredoneofthemajor
pillars.Thisexploratoryqualitativestudyfocusesonthepossibilitiesandchallengesthatshouldbe
overcomeinthequesttopracticalizetheimplementationofsecuritypoliciesandotherlegalinstruments
relatingtopolicecooperationandcollaborationinAfrica.Twenty-fivetoppoliceofficersandother
securityexpertsinGhanawereselectedasparticipantsusingsnowballapproach.Theparticipants
wereinterviewedfortheirviewsoninternationalpolicecooperationfocusingoncooperationamong
thevariouspoliceforces inAfrica.Theoutcomeof thestudyrevealedthat themajorchallenges
includefinancialconstraints,languagebarriers,politicalinterference,andproblemsassociatedwith
informationtechnologysystems.Recommendationsmadetoovercomemostofthechallengesinclude
strengtheningtheAfricanUnionPolice(AFRIPOL),intelligencesharingwiththeaidofadvanced
informationtechnology,andpromotingresearchonpoliceeffectivenessontheAfricancontinent.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Thecontemporaryglobalenvironmentthatisafflictedwithinternationalorganizedcrimesthatthreaten
theworldsecurityisanissueofconcernfortheformationofcontinentalpoliceforcesthatwilllink
uptoconstituteglobalpolicecooperationwiththegoalofcombattingcrimesthroughcoordinated
effortsandtheuseofinformationtechnology(IT)(Szumski,2015).Discussiononeffortstoenhance
policecooperationhastriggeredAfricanleaderstomakedecisionsforacommonpolicestandbyforce
throughpolicecooperationthatwillenhancetheeffortofmaintainingglobalpeace,especiallyon
theAfricancontinentbuttheefforthasyieldednoeffectiveresultssincecommitmentoftheleaders
onthecontinentisverylow(William,2016).

PeaceandsecurityinAfricahavebeenamajorconcernsincetheestablishmentofOrganization
ofAfricanUnity(OAU)in1963afterthecoldwar(Robinson,2014).TheAfricancontinentrequires
thecooperationofallthepoliceforcesonthecontinenttoaddnewdimensionstopolicingissueswith
thecommonobjectiveofachievingeffectiveandrapidresponsetoissuesofconcerntothepolice
withthesupportofmoderntechnology.Thecooperationengagementcanpromoteandharmonizethe
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variouspoliciesandstandardsagreeduponbythememberstatesoftheAUatthevarioussummitson
peaceandsecurityinAfrica(VanderSpuy,2009).EventhoughAfricanleadershavemadesignificant
gainsindevelopingpoliticalintegrationandeconomicgainsattheregionallevels,thedevelopment
of formidablepolicecooperation topromotepeaceandstabilityon thecontinent is facingsome
challengesincludingtheuseofIT(Sunshine&Tyler,2003).

Thechallengesresultingfromcapabilitygapshavecausedtheoperationalizationoftheideaof
creatingpanAfricanpoliceforcelagging(Apuuli,2016).Theresearchgapthatmotivatedthiscurrent
studyislackofliteratureonassessmentoffactorsthatcanpromoteand/orhindertheestablishment
ofviableAfricanpoliceforcethatcancollaborateandcooperatewithotherestablishedcontinental
policeforcestoensureglobalpeace.Inthispaper,theresearcherseekstoexplorethepossibilities
ofhavingaformidablepolicecooperationleadingtoacommonstandbypoliceorganizationthatis
capableofhavingrapidresponse,aidedbyIT,tothenumerouscriminalactivitiesonthecontinent
andtheentireworld.Thestudyalsoconsidersthechallengeshinderingtheeffortoftheleadership
onthecontinenttooperationalizethedecisionsonpolicecooperationtakingatthevarioussummits
ofAUanditsorgans.ThestudyaimsatcontributingtotheglobalsecurityasguidedbytheProblem-
OrientedPolicingconceptualframework(Goldstein,1990)byimprovingtheeffectivenessof the
policeservicefromtheperspectiveofcreatingaformidableAfricanpoliceservice(Goldstein,1979).

LITERATURE REVIEw

Thisstudyisguidedbytheproblem-orientedpolicing(POP)conceptualframeworkwhichregards
theworkofthepoliceasanextraordinarycomplexsituationthatrequirespragmaticconsideration
becauseofitspuzzlingnature.ThePOP,developedbyGoldstein(1990),isausefulguideforthis
studybecausethestudyisexploringintothecomplexnatureofcrimeonthecontinentofAfrica
thatrequirespolicecooperationtocombat.ConsultativemeetingsofgovernmentsontheAfrican
continenttoseekpeaceandsecurityonthecontinent,sincetheformationofOAU,haveledtothe
formationofregionalassociationswithamajoraimofcomingoutwithacommonsecurityforceto
counteracttheactivitiesofcriminalsonthecontinent(Rechner,2006).Theregionalunionsinclude
theEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStates(ECOWAS),theEconomicCommunityofCentral
AfricanStates(ECCAS),theSouthernAfricanDevelopmentCommunity(SADC),theEastAfrican
Community(EAC),andtheArabMaghrebUnion(AMU).TheOAUthatmetamorphosedtothe
creationofAfricanUnion(AU) in2002hascontributed to thedeploymentof regional forces to
embarkonstabilizationmissionstocountriesintheregionsravagedbycivilwarsandothercrimes.
Forexample,inthe1990s,ECOWASdeployedamonitoringgroup(ECOMOG)thathelpedtocurb
thedecadeoftheLiberianCivilWar(Lizak,2016).

ManyAfricanstateshaveestablishedbilateralandregionalagreementsbasedoncooperation
withtheviewofhavingacommonfronttodealandcontrolsomespecifiedcrimessuchasdrugand
humantrafficking,illegalimmigration,andsmallarmcontrols.Theregionalagreementsalsoinclude
cooperationthatmaydeepenmutualtrust,enhanceprofessionalties,andprovidetrainingandeducation
amongthecooperatingnations(Yamashita,2012).Therearealreadyexistingmultilateralagreements
thatcanfacilitatethecooperationofAfricanstatestopolicethecontinent.Forinstance,mostof
theAfricanstateshavesubscribedtosomeinternationalagreementswithInterpolthatisglobalin
natureandoperatewithcommonfrontsofmemberstatestocombatcrime(Das&Kratcoski,2001).

Another possibility of forming a unified police force on the continent of Africa is the
cooperationofthepolicechiefsinWestAfrica,EastAfrica,andSouthernAfricanwiththeaim
ofsharingintelligence,withthesupportoftheadvancementintechnology,onsecurityissuesthat
threatenthecontinent(Robinson,2014).Inthe1990s,forinstance,thepolicechiefs’associations
formedinAfricaincludedCentralAfricanPoliceChiefscommittee(CCPAC),EasternAfrican
PoliceChiefsCooperationOrganization(EAPCCO),andWestAfricanPoliceChiefsCommittee
(WAPCCO).Themainviewfortheformationoftheseassociationswastoseekcoordinatedmeans
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todealwithcrimesthattranscendacrosstheborderssuchashumantrafficking,terrorismand
illegalarmtrade(Rechner,2006).

Knowledgeof the creationof continental police forces through coordinated efforts, such as
the formation of European Police Office (EUROPOL) and Police Community of the Americas
(AMERIPOL),isanotherpullfactorforthecreationofacoordinatedpoliceforceonthecontinent
ofAfrica(Krugeretal.,2018).ConsultativemeetingsfortheinstitutionalizationofAfricanPolice
Force,undertheauspicesofAUmechanismspearheadedbyAlgeria,ledtotheofficiallaunchof
AfricanPoliceorganizationknownas“AFRIPOL”inMay2016atAlgiers.AFRIPOListocoordinate
withothercontinentalpoliceforcessuchasEUROPOL,AMERIPOLandtheINTERPOLtowork
towardsworldpeaceandsecuritybuttheorganizationfacesimplementationchallengesthatinclude
commitmentofmemberstates(Szumski,2015;VanderSpuy,2009).

TherearesomechallengesthathindertheeffortofAfricanstatescooperatingtoformaformidable
forcetopolicethecontinentandtheglobalworldatlarge.Amajorchallengeisfinanciallimitations
ofsomeofthememberstatesthathinderstheutilizationofadvancementintechnologyneededto
combatcrimethroughintelligencesharing(Piknerova,2014).Thecooperationmayneedsophisticated
meansofcommunication,storageandretrievalsystemsandmayembarkonotherprojectstoenhance
theoperations.Themajorquestionsinclude,howarethememberstatesgoingtofundtheoperations?
Willtherebeanydominancybasedonfinancialcontributions?TheunderdevelopmentofmostAfrican
statesmaypushmostofthegovernmentstoconcentratemoreoninfrastructuraldevelopmentthan
committingsubstantialamountofmoneytowardsAfricanpolicecooperation.

Culturalandlanguagecomplexitiesmayalsohinderthecooperationeffort(Heijes,2009).There
aredifferentculturalandlanguagecomplexitiesthatmayserveasabarriertothesmoothrunningof
theoperationsofthepoliceforcesthatmayworkwithacommonfrontthroughcooperation.Dueto
colonization,EnglishandFrencharethetwomajorofficiallanguagesusedforofficialcommunication
onthecontinent.Apartfromthetwoofficiallanguages,therearenumerousethniclanguagesand
culturaldifferencesthatmayposeasdangertothecooperationandmaypromotelackoftrust(Das
&Kratcoski,2001;Charlesetal.,2017).PoliticalinterferenceisanotherchallengeofhavingAfrican
police cooperation. In Africa, the police chiefs are appointed through political interference and
allegiance(VanderSpuy,2009).Anexistingpolicechiefofanation,committedtothecooperation,
mayberemovedwhenanewgovernmentisappointedandtheeffortmadebythepreviouspolice
chieftowardthecooperationmaybethwartedbythenewpolicechiefduetothevisionofthenew
policechief(Das&Kratcoski,2001;Muchie,etal.,2013).Gettingthecommitmentofthecitizens
ofmostAfricanstatestowardsAfricanpolicecooperationmaynotbeencouragingduetopolitical
polarizations.Thechallengesmayalsobeassociatedwithissuesofcolonizationandimplementation
ofsomelegalinstruments(Lemieux,2013;Tyler&Huo,2002;Huqetal.,2011).

METHoDoLoGy

PolicecooperationincombattingcrimeinAfricaisunderresearchedandthisstudyistoexplorethe
possibilitiesandchallengesinvolvedingettingpolicecooperationtofightcrimeinAfricaandthe
globalworldwithutilizationofmodernITsystems.Thestudyusedqualitativecasestudytocapture
theviewsofpoliceofficerswithvastexperiencesindealingwithPanAfricanpolicecooperation.
The study took place in Ghana and involved some participants from other parts of Africa. The
studyusedqualitativecasestudybecausetheresearcheraimedatcapturingtheexperiencesofthe
participantsgroundedintheirknowledgeofthephenomenonbasedoncognitioninasituationwhere
naturalscientificapproachisinappropriatetoexplorethehumanexperience(William,2010).The
researcherconsideredthecriticismthatqualitativemethodsinvolvesubjectivebiasemanatingfrom
personalinclinationsoftheparticipantsandinviewofthisthreat,reductionapproachusinginternal
consistencywasusedtoovercomethesubjectivepersonalfeelingsoftheparticipants(Oliver,2006).
Eventhoughqualitativemethodhasaproblemassociatedwithgeneralizingtheresearchoutcome,
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quantitativemethodwasdisregardedbecausequalitativecasestudyapproachenhancestheuseofthick
richandvividdescriptionofexploratorystudiesthatseektheviewsofparticipantswithexperiences
in police cooperation and collaboration more than quantitative approach (Van der Spuy, 2009).
Anotherjustificationfortheuseofqualitativecasestudywastoestablishrapportbuildingbetween
theresearcherandtheparticipantsinordertoidentifypathwayslinkingtheresearchandinterview
questionsrelatingtoviewsheldonthepossibilitiesandchallengesconfrontingtheeffectivepractice
ofpan-AfricanpolicecooperationfortheimprovementofpeaceandsecurityinAfricaandtheworld
atlarge(Strom&Fagermoen,2012;Tessier,2012).

Sample
ExploringthechallengesandpossibilitiesofPanAfricanpolicecooperationinvolvesgetting
participantsfromtheAfricancontinentwithmuchexperienceandknowledgeinpolicingand
insight into thevarious effortsmade intoPanAfricanpolice cooperation.A sampleof 25
securityexpertsfromKofiAnnanInternationalPeacekeepingTrainingCentre(KAIPTC)and
othersecurityexpertsfromGhanaparticipated.KAIPTCwasselectedbecauseitwasestablished
withthemissionoftraining,educatingandresearchingintoAfricanpeaceandsecurity.The
Centrehasa lotofpoliceandothersecurityexpertsdrawnfromdifferentpartsofAfrican
whoworkincollaborationtofulfilthemissionoftheCentre.TheCentreprovidedaplatform
fortheselectionofsecurityexpertsfromdifferentpartsofAfricapossessingtheexperience
neededforthickdescriptionofthephenomenonunderexploration.Usingsnowballtechnique,
theauthoridentifiedandselectedothersecurityexperts ininternationalpolicecooperation
basedinotherlocationsinGhana.

After discussing the study with some security experts belonging to the International
PoliceExecutiveSymposium(IPES),anNGOthatworksincollaborationwiththeUnited
Nations, the firstparticipantwhowasoneof the topPoliceofficers inMalibutattached
toKAIPTCwasidentifiedusingtelephoneandtheinternetfacilities.Thefirstparticipant
aided the researcher to identify the second participant and with the aid of participants
who consented to be part of the study the author identified the subsequent participants
throughpersonal and telephone contacts.The introductionof subsequent subjects by the
initialparticipantsaidedtheresearchertomakefollow-upcallstoidentifythesubjectswho
willingly offered themselves as participants and for the necessary arrangements leading
totheresearchinterviews.Thesnowballtechniqueledtheresearchertoidentifyeighttop
securityexpertsoutsidetheCentrebutresidentinGhanawhowillinglyofferedthemselves
asstudyparticipants.Inall,datausedforthecurrentstudycamefrom25participantswho
weresecurityexperts.SeventeenofthemwerefromKAIPTCandeightwerepoliceofficers,
someofwhichwereretiredofficersfromGhanapoliceService,belonging to thevarious
securityorganizationsinGhanaandlocatedatvariouspartsofAccra.

Theauthorusedsnowballtechniquefortheselectionoftheparticipantsbecausethepopulation
of security experts in the areaof pan-Africanpolice cooperation is rare (Dawood, 2009).Some
researcherscriticizetheuseofsnowballasasamplingtechniqueonthegroundthatthetechnique
fallsshortofintellectualcredibilityandunderpinningsofrandommethodsconventionallyusedfor
datacollection.Qualitativeresearchersrefutethatassertionandconfirmthatsnowballisthemost
appropriatesamplingtechniqueinqualitativestudieswithrarepopulation(Dawood,2009;Draper&
Swift,2010).Usingsnowballsamplingtechniqueaidedtheresearchertogetparticipantswithdirect
experience in thepossibilitiesandchallengesconfrontingpan-Africanpolicecooperationfor the
study(Pathak,2007).Thebuilt-inbiasassociatedwiththeuseofsnowballsamplingtechniquemay
comefromparticipantswithcommonideologiesemanatingfrominterrelatedbeliefsandnetworks
(Draper&Swift,2010).Theresearchertriedtoovercomethechallengesbyusingtacttosolicitviews
fromtheparticipantsduringtheinterview.
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Data Collection
Thisstudyusedone-on-oneinterviewtocollectdatafromtheparticipants.Dealingwithsecurity
expertsdemandsconfidentialitysothecurrentresearcheragreedwiththeparticipantstohavethe
interviewat theparticipantspreferred location inAccra and agreed tohave the interviewaudio
recorded.Averagetimeforeachoftheinterviewswasanhour.Theinterviewerusedsemi-structured
interviewguidewithinitiatingitems(Creswell,2008;Gyamfi,2016;Pereira,2012)suchas,“Kindly
share with me your views on the possibilities of having African police cooperation effectively
operationalizedwiththeaidofIT.”“Inyourview,whatarethechallengesconfrontingtheAFRIPOL?”
“WhyisitthatwehavemanyinsurgentgroupsinAfricasuchasBokoHarambutAfricanpoliceforces
arenotheard?”Theinitiatingquestionsenabledtheinterviewertocontroltheinterviewinorderto
derivemeaningfromtheviewsoftheparticipants(Aslamet.,2012).Theintervieweraskedfollow-up
questionsemanatingfromtheresponsesreceivedfromtheparticipants(Mehta,2012,Pereira,2012).
Thecurrentstudyaskedthefollow-upquestionsinapsychologicalandmotivatingcontext(Aslam
etal.,2012)toexploreareasofchallengesandpossibilitiesofhavingeffectivepolicecooperation
inAfricaforthedischargeofpolicedutiesinAfricaandotherpartsoftheworld(Gilletal.,2014).
Triangulationisanessentialcomponentofimprovingthetrustworthinessofaqualitativestudyand
inviewofthatthestudyusedobservationofbodylanguageandnote-takingduringtheinterview.
Theobservertooknotesofthebodylanguageoftheparticipantsduringtheinterviewtoascertain
propermeaningofwhattheparticipantssaid.Toimprovethetrustworthinessofthestudy,soonafter
everyinterviewtheinterviewercravedtheindulgenceoftheparticipantstohelpinvalidationofthe
transcriptsoftheirinterviews.Thestudyusedmembercheckingapproachtoensuredataverification
andalsoseekthemembersconsentfortheuseofdatagatheredfromthemforfurtheranalysis.

Analysis
After the interviewphaseof the study theobserver sent the interview transcripts relating to the
participantsformemberchecking,confirmation,andapproval.Usingdeductive logicmeans, the
authorofthisstudycodedtheconfirmedinterviewtranscripts,notesfromobservationsduringthe
interviewandtheliteraturereviewedusingwordsorphrasestorepresenttheessenceofthedata
gathered.Theauthorofthisstudymadefurtheranalysisofthedatabyimportingthecodeddatainto
NVivo10qualitativesoftwarethattestedthetrendsofthecodedmessagesandsortedthemessagesinto
categories.Thesoftwaresupportedthecreationofnodesbyhighlightingthetestwithcommonalities
thatgeneratedtheresultantthemes(Hacker,2006).

FINDINGS

Reiterativeapproachusedtoanalyzeandcategorizethecaptureddatacontext,withtheaidofNVivo
10qualitativesoftware,createdthefollowingthreecategories:

1. Policecooperationmechanism
2. Possibilitiesofcooperation
3. Cooperationchallenges

Thefollowingthematicanalysisemergedafterusinginductiveapproach,withthesupportof
thequalitativesoftware,fortheanalysisofthesourceofdatathatledtotheidentificationofthe
followingresultantthemes.

African Police Cooperation Mechanism
The research findings revealed that there are some mechanisms in place that could bring many
Africancountriestogethertofosterunitythroughregionalandmultilateralagreements.Majorityof
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theparticipantsreiteratedthatonregionalbasis,thereareassociationsalreadyinexistencethatcould
influencetheestablishmentofAfricanpolicecooperation.Aparticipantstated:

There are regional bodies like ECOWAS for West African states, ECCAS for Central African states, 
and SADC for Southern African states already in place that can facilitate the required cooperation. 
Interpol is another body that can support the cooperation with intelligence sharing.

Possibilities of Effective Pan-African Police Cooperation
The findings from this study revealed that there are many factors supporting the effective
implementationofthemajordecisionstakingtoenhanceAfricanpolicecooperationforthepromotion
ofpeaceandsecurityontheAfricancontinent.AfricanUnion(AU),initsquesttopromotepeace
andsecurityonthecontinentofAfricahasheldmanysummitstopromotetheformationofAfrican
UnionPolice(AFRIPOL)withtheunderstandingofcreatingaunifiedpoliceforcethatwouldwork
topromotepeaceandsecurityonthecontinent.Aparticipantrevealed:

The African Union (AU) is a formidable force that can push for the implementation of the many 
bilateral agreements of the member states on African police cooperation. I am of the view that the 
AU police must be strengthened with the commitment of the leaders who meet to take such decisions. 
Technology is advancing that can support intelligence sharing.

Majorityoftheparticipantsexpressedtheirfeelingsontheextentofcrimesonthecontinentthat
shouldbeofconcernandmotivationtomoveforAfricanpolicecooperation.Aparticipantretorted
withadeeptone:

My friend look, at the various regional unions on the continent, why cannot they use the regional 
unions such as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), The Arab Maghreb Union 
(AMG), and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) to foster the police relations on 
the continent to combat the menace bedeviling our continent?

Therewasanindicationfromaparticipantthatinthe1990sECOWASwasabletofosteraunity
toresolvetheLiberiaheinouscrises.Aparticipantstated:

We all heard about what was going on in Liberia during the civil war crises in the 1990s and how 
ECOWAS came out with a force, ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), to end the fight so can 
we mobilize AU police forces to deal with similar problems on the continent.

Aparticipantwasoftheviewthatthecooperationcouldfosterintelligencesharingamong
thevariouspolice forceson thecontinent.According to theparticipant, intelligence sharing
throughtheInterpolandITwasdoingwellinsomepartsofAfricaandthecooperationcould
enhancetheworkoftheInterpolincombatingcrimeontheAfricancontinentandtheworld
at large.Anotherfactorofconcernhighlightedthroughthestudywaspromotingresearchon
effectivepolicingontheAfricancontinent.Accordingtosomeoftheparticipants,researchon
securityandpolicingissuescouldbepromotedthroughthecooperationofthevariousregional
unions.Aparticipantaskedaquestion,“Whyisitthatcriminalslikedrugtraffickersarealways
aheadofus?”Theanswerprovidedby theparticipantwas that they strategize and research.
Anotherparticipantwasmoreconcernedwiththeestablishmentofregionalpoliceinstitutions
ofhigherlearningthatcouldoperatecollaborativelyonthecontinenttoeducateandtrainthe
policeofficersfromAfricaandotherpartsoftheworld.Accordingtotheparticipant,police
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officerscouldreceivetrainingandeducationthatcouldenhancetheirperformancefromdifferent
partsoftheAfricancontinent.

Challenges Confronting African Police Cooperation
Africanpolicecooperationhasbeenondiscussionfordecadesleadingtotheestablishmentofmany
agreementssuchasthosebeingchampionedbyAlgeriaontheestablishmentofAfricanPoliceknown
as“AFRIPOL”whichwasratifiedatthe28thsummitofAUheldatAddisAbabasomewherein2017.
Aminorityoftheparticipantswereoftheviewthatmostofthechallengesconfrontingthecoming
togetherofthepoliceforcesonthecontinentcamefromsomeindividualswiththeviewofsatisfying
theirpersonalinterest.Aparticipantretorted,“Dealingwith‘powerfulpeople’whomakefinancial
gainsbyfomentingwarsandotherheinouscrimesposesachallengetotheworkofthepoliceonthe
continent.”Politicalinterferencewasconsideredasafactorthathinderstheeffortofhavingeffective
Africanpolicecooperation.AparticipantwasoftheviewthatinmostofthecountriesinAfrica,
PoliceChiefsareappointedbyrulinggovernmentsandassoonasanewPoliceChiefisappointed
thecommitmentmadebythepreviouspolicechieftowardshavingapan-Africanpolicecooperation
becomesthwarted.AparticipantfromKAIPTCindicatedthatoneofthechallengeswasaboutthe
differentsecuritystructuresonthecontinent.Theexpertindicatedthat,“Differentstructuresofthe
securitysystemonthecontinentmaybeahindrance.InsomecountriesinAfricathereisnoclear-cut
demarcationofdutiesamongthemilitary,police,andothersecurityforces.”

MajorityofthestudypartnersraisedtheissueoffinancialconstraintshinderingtheuseofIT
andlanguagebarrierassomeofthechallengesconfrontingpolicecooperationonthecontinent.A
participantretorted:

Consider the language barrier between Ivory Coast (La Cote Devoir) and Ghana and how the language 
barrier hinders effort to communicate effectively, even if the communication is aided by IT. In some 
instances, people at the border use the local dialect that is common to them to communicate. Now 
consider the problem that Ghanaians who do not speak French go through. Intelligence sharing at 
the border may be a problem.

Mostoftheparticipantsraisedtheissuesassociatedwithhowtoimplementthesecuritypolicies
andotherlegalinstrumentsfromvariousjurisdictionalareasofthecontinent.Issuesofcorruption
amongthepoliceofficerswasanotherareaofconcernthattheparticipantsraised.

DISCUSSIoN

FindingsofthestudyindicatethatAfricanpolicecooperationisalaudablepoliceapproachsuitable
forthecontinentandmoreinitiativesconsideredtogetimprovementinpolicingonthecontinent
throughpolicecooperation.AccordingtoRobertson(2014)andRechner(2006),manyinitiatives
bymanyAfricanstatestowardgettingaformidablepolicecooperationforthepeaceandsecurity
onthecontinenthavebeenestablished.Thecurrentstudyhighlightssomeofthemeasuresalready
inexistencetowardsthecooperation.InlinewiththefindingsofVanderSpuy(2009),thisstudy
revealedthatonthecontinentofAfrica,cooperationofpolicechiefs,includingWAPCCO,CCPAC,
andEAPCCO,havetriedindiversewaystocombattransnationalorganizedcrimessuchasdrugand
humantrafficking,terrorism,andillegaltradearmsbuttheeffortmadewasfraughtedwithmany
challenges.Globally,thereisInterpolthatworkstopolicingtheworld.FormidableAfricanpolice
cooperationcouldcollaboratewiththeInterpolandotherregionalbodiessuchasAMERIPOL,and
EUROPOLtohelpmaintainglobalpeaceandsustainablesecurityasthisstudy,supportedbythe
findingsofSzumski(2015)andKrugeretal.(2018),reveals.Thestudydisclosesthatunderthe
auspicesofAU,thelaunchingofAFRIPOLtookplacein2016andratifiedatthe28thsummitofAU
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heldatAddisAbabainMay2017.Amongthenumerousbenefitsforthecooperation,asrevealedby
thisstudy,arethesharingofintelligence,improvementinreductionofcrimeglobally,enhancement
ofpoliceresearchonthecontinent,educationandtrainingofpoliceofficersforeffectivepolicing,
andcombattingtheactofterrorismonthecontinentwithacommonfront.

Amongthefactorsconsideredbytheparticipantsistheuseofemergingtechnologiestofacilitate
theworkofthestandbypoliceforce.ThisrevelationisinlinewiththeviewsexpressedbyGoldstein
(1979), themainproponentofproblem-oriented-policingconceptual framework.The framework
considerstheendproductoftheeffortofpolicecooperationindealingeffectivelywiththemaintenance
ofpeaceandorderassignificantandpositive.Usingemergingtechnologies,aformidableAfrican
policeforcecouldcontributetotheworldpeaceandsecuritybylinkingupwithotherregionalforces
suchastheEuropolandtheInterpoltocombatcrime.TechnologiessuchastheuseofInternetofThings
(IoT),ArtificialIntelligence(AI)systems,globalpositioningsatellites,andotherpolicesurveillance
systemscouldenhancetheeffortoftheformidableforcetoachievetheaimofcontributingtoward
theglobalpeace(Foster,2005;Staub,2019).

DespitethenumerouspossibilitiesofAfricanpolicecooperationhighlightedbythestudy,there
aresomechallengesconfrontingeffectivepolicecooperationinAfrica.Amongthechallengesrevealed
bythisstudyisgainingfullcommitmentofAfricangovernmentstothecooperation.ManyAfrican
statesarenowdevelopingandthedemocraticgovernmentspreferspendingmoreoninfrastructural
developmentthanoncontinentalsecurity.AtAUsummitsthemajorissuesthattheleadersconsider
areeconomicandpoliticalandtheuseofITandpolicingbecomesasecondaryissue.Eventhough
thegovernments talkaboutpeaceandsecurityatAUandother regionalsummits,discussionon
havingpolicecooperationatregionalmeetingspredates1963whenOAUwasformedanditwas
onlyin2016thatAFRIPOLwaslaunchedatAlgiersandratifiedatAUmeetinginAddisAbabain
2017.NotmuchfinancialcommitmenthasbeenmadebyAUmemberstatestowardshavingeffective
policecooperationasrevealedbyPiknerova(2014).

Majorityof thisresearchparticipants identifiedfinancialandITconstraintsasmajorfactors
impedingtheeffortsofhavingformidableAfricanpolicecooperation.Politico-culturalfactorssuch
ashavingmanydifferentlocallanguagesonthecontinentandthebeliefandvaluesystemofthe
peopleonthecontinentarecontributingfactorstowardthecooperationasrevealedbythisstudyand
supportedbyDas&Kratcoski(2001).InmostoftheAfricancountries,theappointmentofPolice
Chiefs(InspectorGeneralofPolice)isbasedonpoliticalallegianceandeffortsthatsomePoliceChiefs
maketowardsAfricanpolicecooperationaretruncatedwhenthereisapoliticalregimechangeas
VanderSpuy(2008)andDas&Kratcoski(2001)revealandconfirmedbythisstudy.

Thisstudyexploredthecapabilitygapsinliteraturehinderingthepromotionofformidablepan
Africanpoliceforcethatcouldcollaborateandcooperatewithotherinter-continentalpoliceforces.
Thestudyassessedthevariouspossibilityfactorsandchallengesthatcouldensurethepromotionof
Africancontinentalpoliceforcethatcouldcontributesignificantlytowardsachievingglobalpeace.
Thisexploratorystudyhascontributedsignificantly to literatureby revealing thevarious factors
thatcouldenhancethepromotionandestablishmentofformidablepanAfricanpolicecooperation.

PoLICy IMPLICATIoN

Thestudyoutcomehasrevealedtheneedforthevariouspoliceservices/forcesontheAfricancontinent
to contribute to theglobal security through the creationof effectiveAfricanPolice (AFRIPOL)
service.Theoutcomeofthestudyhighlightsontheneedforintelligencesharing,improvementof
policeresearch,trainingandeducationfacilitatedbytheuseofemergingtechnologiestoenhance
policingontheAfricancontinentandtheworldasawhole.Thecreationofsuchaformidableforce
willenhancetheeffortofpolicingevenifthereisinformationtechnologyandcommunicationfailure
since thepoliceeffort could stillbemade throughothermeansofcollaboration.Thestudyalso
identifiedsomechallengesimpedingtheeffortofestablishingaformidableAfricanpoliceservice
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thatcouldcontributetoglobalpeaceandsecurity.Thechallenges,asrevealedbythisstudy,include
financialconstraints,culturaldifferencesamongthenumerousethnicgroupsonthecontinent,politics,
andthevaluesystemsofthepeopleonthecontinent.

RECoMMENDATIoNS

ThestudyrecommendsthattoovercomemostofthechallengesAUmuststrengthentheAfricanUnion
Police(AFRIPOL)withtheaidofITsystemsandensurethatmembercountriesworktowardsthe
sustenanceofthecontinentalbodyforpeaceandstabilityonthecontinentandtheworldatlarge.The
policechiefsmustintensifyintelligencesharingamongthepoliceforces/servicesandpromoteresearch
onpoliceeffectivenessontheAfricancontinent.Thestudyalsorecommendsthattheappointmentof
policechiefsbythepoliticalheadsthatpromotespoliticalallegiancetotherulinggovernmentsshould
ceaseandbetterstructuresfortheappointmentconsideredthroughalegalframeworkthatcouldmake
policingfreefrompoliticalallegiancewhichisalegacyofcolonialismontheAfricancontinent.It
isalsorecommendedthatgovernmentsshouldcommitfinancialresourcestowardsAfricanpolice
cooperationforeffectivepolicing.Theauthorofthisstudyalsorecommendsthatfutureresearchon
globalpeaceshouldfocusontheneedfortheintegrationofalltheregionalpoliceforces/services
globallytoeffectivelydealwiththeproblemsconfrontingtheincreaseoftransnationalorganized
crimes.Inthisstudy,muchemphasisisontheuseofinformationtechnologyandcommunication
toenhancepolicing.Thequestionnowposedbythisstudyis,“whathappensifthereisinformation
technologyandcommunication(IT)failure?”Thisstudy,therefore,recommendsthatfuturestudiesby
scientificscholarsshouldlookintotheissuesofITfailureandimpactonregionalpolicecooperation
indealingwithtransnationalorganizedcrimes.

CoNCLUSIoN

ThisexplorationintoAfricanpolicecooperationrevealsthepossibilitiesandchallengesofhaving
effectiveAfricanpolicecooperation.ThestudyfindingsbringtobeartheeffortthatmostAfrican
statescouldmaketowardshavingaformidablepolicecooperationwiththeaidofITsystemstocurb
themenaceofterrorismandothertransnationalorganizedcrimesthatthreatenthecontinentofAfrica
andtheentireglobalworld.ThroughAUthecommitmentofAfrican leaders towards improving
thepeaceandsecurityonthecontinentledtothelaunchofAFRIPOLin2016.Thisstudyreveals
theessenceofhavingaformidablepoliceforcewiththeaimofoperatingincollaborationwiththe
INTERPOL,AMERIPOL,andEUROPOLtoensureeffectivepolicing.Thechallengesthatconfront
Africanpolicecooperationthatthestudyrevealsincludefinancialconstraints,politicalallegianceof
policechiefs,culturaldifferencesamongthestates,andgainingfullcommitmentofpoliticalheads
towardseffectiveAfricanpolicecooperation.
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