


Foreword



The increasingneedfor technology integration ineducationrevealsa focusonassociated toolsand
strategiesappliedtovariouseducationalsettings,whilelessemphasisisplacedontheappropriateuse
ofpedagogy.Thatisdue,inpart,tothefactthatreachingabalancebetweeninstructionaltechnology
andpedagogyisadifficultendeavor.Acrosstheworld,newsolutionsorinitiatives,suchasOneTablet
perChild,blendedlearning,formativeassessmentandinstantfeedbacksystemsarepursuedtohelp
bothresearchersandpractitionersunderstandbetterhowtoimproveinstructionmediatedbyemerg-
ingtechnologies.Whilethesesolutionsorinitiativeshavebeenproventofacilitateinstructionaswell
asassociatedmanagementprocesses, further investigation isneededwithregard tostudent learning
outcomes.Asmostrecentmodelsaretechnology-centeredratherthanuser-centered,furtherquestions
remainabouthowtocustomizelearningaccordingtovariedstudentneeds.Tothateffect,theprinciples
ofUniversalDesignofLearningstatethatcontentshouldbepresentedinmultipleformatstoenhance
accessibilityforstudents,giventheirwiderangeoflearningstylesandpreferences.Theaforementioned
solutionsorinitiativesseemtofacilitatelearningbyprovidingstudentsmaximumvisualrepresentation,
whilenotkeepingkinestheticandauditorydeliverymodesinbalance.Moreover,dueto thelackof
hands-onactivities,learnerswhomayhavelessofapreferenceforvisualinstructionmayfindcontent
moredifficulttocomprehend.

Underthesecircumstances,thishandbookprovidesinsightsintohowtobalanceemerginginstructional
technologieswithpedagogicaltoolsandstrategiesdesignedtosupporttheireffectiveapplicationsinto
practice.Ifoundthetheoreticalconsiderationsandpracticalexamplesincludedinthehandbooktobe
bothinterestingandvaluable.Therefore,itismyhopethatyourprofessionalendeavorsmaybeinformed
byanyofthechaptersyouareabouttoread.
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