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Book Review

Alongwiththerapidadvancementofdigitaltechnologies,particularlytheInternet,haveexponentially
increasedmodernpeople’saccesstoinformation(Greene,Copeland,Deekens&Seung,2018).In
addition,thedomainsoflearningandteachingareexperiencinggreatchangesduringtheinformation
age.Theconceptsandpracticesofe-learninghavefurtherfacilitatedthewideadoptionoflearner-
centered education and other changes in educational practices. E-learning has drawn significant
attentionfromeducationalinstitutionsduetoavarietyofbenefits.Suchbenefitsarereducededucation
cost,consistency,timelycontent,flexibleaccessibility,andconvenience(Cantoni,Cellario,&Porta,
2004;Hung,etal,2010;Kelly&Bauer,2004;Poole,2000).Thisbookusestheterme-learning
whichisusedtorepresentallopenanddistributedlearningactivities.

Thisbookseekstoprovidereaderswithabroadunderstandingofe-learningframeworkinopen
anddistributedlearningenvironmentsandthedimensionsthatdirectlyinfluencetheireffectiveness
andE-adoption.Infact,theadoptionofe-learning,designingopenanddistributedlearningsystems
forgloballydiverselearnersisquiteachallengingwork;however,moreandmoreinstitutionsoffer
flexiblelearningtostudentsworldwide.Peoplebecomemoreknowledgeableaboutwhatworksand
whatdoesnotwork.

Thisbookisorganizedlogicallyaswell.InadditiontotheintroductorychapterbyDr.Khan
and preface, there are 15 chapters, which cover three main sections. The first section, which is
presentedfromChapters1to8,includesEducationalDimensions.Thesearepedagogical,ethical,
andevaluation.Thesecondsections,whicharepresentedfromChapters9to11,focusprimarily
ontechnologydimensions.ThesearetechnologicalandInterfacedesign.Thethirdsections,which
are presented fromChapters 12 to 15, address management dimensions. These are institutional,
managementandresourcessupport.

Thechaptersexplorethecomprehensiveandcriticaldimensionswhichareinclusiveofdigital
pedagogy,administrativemodels,technologicaladvancements,user-interfacedesign,andusability
andmanyaddresstheissuesthathavearisenaroundtheuseofmassiveopenonlinecourses(MOOCs)
intheirvariousflavors.Itisworthytounderstandthedesign,development,implementation,and

Revolutionizing Modern Education Through 
Meaningful E-Learning Implementation
Reviewed by Min-Ling Hung, Teacher Education Center, Ming Chuan University, Taoyuan City, Taiwan and

Reviewed by Chia-Wen Tsai, Department of Information Management, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan



International Journal of E-Adoption
Volume 10 • Issue 2 • July-December 2018

83

evaluationofMOOCs,researchusingthee-learningframeworkforevaluationispresentedtoaidin
thebetterutilizationoftheresourcesofferedbythisneweraofdigitallearningtechnology.

Thisbookhasmanyadvantages.Thisisaneditedbookwithmanyinternationally-basedauthors,
sotheinsightspresentedreflectbothrichnessanddiversity.Thecontributorsofferavarietyofpoints
ofview,presented through the lensofdifferentversionsof thee-learning framework,and these
opinionsmaydifferfromoneanotheronthesameissues.Itmaybeusefulfordifferentstakeholders
fromeducationalinstitutions,educationalsoftwaredevelopers,andbusinessorganizations,suchas
Instructors,Administrators,interfacedesigners,agencies,andevaluators.

SinceMOOCsarefoundtobenextdisruptionforonlineeducation,werecommendacareful
readingofchapter7tounderstandlearners’perspectivetowardMOOCs.Inthischapter,authors
evaluate20coursesinMOOCplatformsbyactivelyparticipatingandexperiencingthebehaviors.
Thefindingsshowthatthelowestscoringcoursesfocusedlargelyoninformationtransmission
thoughlongvideoswithlittleinteractionandlittleevidenceofinstructorpresence.Thehighest
scoringcourseswerehighly interactiveandengagingwithdiscussion, instructor feedbackand
assignmentstokeepstudentinteresthigh.Fromaboveresultsinchapter7,wecharacterizedthe
needtobelongasadesireforregularsocialcontactwithpeopletowhomonefeelsconnected;in
thislight,teachersmightdowelltoestablishandsustainstudents’senseofbelongingnessthrough
thedevelopmentoftheirinterpersonalrelationshipsandtheirsenseofcommunity,nomatterin
anyofonlinelearningenvironments.

This book has spurred discoveries of many applications in open and distributed learning
environmentsandtheadoptionofe-learning.Thisbookiswell-designed,well-integrated,andwell-
written,andshouldbewell-readaswell.Thus,werecommendthisbookanditisworthytoread.
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