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ABSTRACT

ThisbookreviewcentresonthebookJuvenileJusticeinGlobalPerspectivewhichpresentsasa
seriouseffortstoforgeaglobalconceptualplatform,formedbystudy-casescomingfromthefour
continents.Inthisreviewtheauthordiscussesnotonlyontheproblemsofcriminality,butalsoto
whatextentunmetneedsinyouthcanbeafertilegroundforpotentialrecruitmentinradicalgroups
whichembraceterrorismasmainoption.Atsomeextent,juveniletreatmentdissociatesfromadults
inalmostallcapitalistcultures.Thishappensbecauseoftwomainreasons.Thefirstandforemost,
capitalismandrapidurbanizationplayleadingroleintheconfigurationofcriminality,secondly,some
cosmopolitanculturesimposetheneedsofrespectingtherightofchildhood,oreventheprotection
ofyouths.Thisconvergenceresultedinmoresoftandrehabilitativepolicieswhichweretargetedto
careyouth,butatthesametime,didnothingtopreventcriminalityunder15yearsold.Paradoxically,
whileseriouseffortstorehabilitateyouweredone,nolesstrueisthattheratesofcrimeshaverisen.
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EmileDurkheim,oneofthefoundingparentsofmodernsociology,envisagedaself-explanatory
modelwhere law-abiding and criminal justice systemsplayed a leading role.Per his viewpoint,
whiletribalorganizationsorganizedtheirlifearoundarepressiverule,capitalistsocietiesalluded
tocivilrightstoresolvethesurfacingdiscrepancies.Thoughhistheorywaswidelycriticized,the
correlationbetweeneconomyandlegalsystemstillremainsasaninterestingpointtobedeciphered
(Durkheim,2014).Thisisexactlythecontextinwhichthisbook(entitledJuvenile Justice in Global 
Perspective)inscribes.

Editedbythreewell-readscholarsasZimring,LangerandTanenhaus,thiscollectionoffersafertile
groundtoinferanall-encompassingplatformforpolicymakersandspecialisttodiscusshowjuvenile
justicesystemweredevelopedinfirstandthirdworld.Inthisrespect,thepoliciesandtreatments
whichcharacterizejuvenileandcriminaljusticesystemsdiverge,insofar,editorsandinvitedauthors
questiontowhatextentforthesamebehaviourtwodifferentcourtsinvolve?
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Thetenchaptersconformingthisvaluableeditioncanbereadseparately,however,theyhave
beenorganizedintofourthdiscernableparts.ThepartIdiscussestheevolutionandconsolidationof
juvenilejusticeinWesternnationswhilePartIIcentersonthepenetrationofcurrentjuvenilejustice
literature in non-English speaking countries. Rather the third section contains chapters focusing
instudy-casesproperofnationswhichfacedseriouspoliticalchangeduringXXthcentury.This
representsaninterestingpointofconvergencetoevaluatetheroleofnewdemocraciesintheterritories
ofcriminaljustice.Lastbutnotleast,fourthsectionaimstorespondtheoriginalquestionrespecting
tothedivisionofcriminalandyouthjusticeworldwide.Insodoing,itreviewsbacktheprecedent
chapterstoforgeacommon-threadargumentation.

Asthepreviousbackdrop,innextlineswewilldiscussin-depthchapterbychapterthemain
linesandlimitationsofinvitedauthors.

In the first chapter, F Dunkel explores the continuity of criminal justice through Western
Europeancountriesfrom1989on.Originally,theriseandadoptionofneoliberalismsupposedthe
“demonizationofyouthcrime”,assumingstrongerpunishment,regardlessonveryyouthoffenders.
ThiswasreasonablyresultedfromAnglo-SaxonsCountrieswhereanewfacetofyoungimmigration,
lived in separation with central population. The dispositions that legitimize harder disciplinary
mechanismswerenotintendedinregardstotheclassiclimitsof18yearsoldforimprisonmentbut,
rather,controllinganemergent“under-class”conformedbyethnicminoritiescomingfromlabour
migrationfromoutside.Theparadoxliespreciselyinthefactwhilepsychologistsagreetheageof
maturationwasextendedtomorethan20yearsold,legislationhasnotbeenchangedaccordingly.
Inchapter2,LappiSeppallaexplorestheyouthreformsfacedbyScandinaviannationsduringthe
decadeofthe90s.TheNordicmodelwhichisbasedonthedoctrineofwelfarestateincludescore
elementsaschildboards,aswellasthefixingofacriminalage,under15.AlthoughNordicJustice
systemis lessvulnerable topopulism,efforts recentlyplaced torehabilitatingyouthoffenders is
notpreventingtheadoptionofhardersanctionsovertherecentyears.WeijanGao,whoconductan
interestingresearchinChina,reflectionsontherecentandfastdevelopmentofjuvenilecourts.Perhis
outcome,Shanghai(likeChicago)experiencedaprocessofrapidindustrializationandurbanization
thatfacilitatedjuvenilecrime;atthesametime,treatmentforadultsandjuvenileoffendersdissociated
accordingtoemergentclaimsfromcosmopolitancirclesasacademicians.Someinnovationshave
forgedanewclimateof“legalreform”,whichsupportedbyprogressivepoliticalintentions,derived
intheformationofnewjuvenilecourtsin1984.Thisinterestingchapterisofparamountimportance
becauserevealstheintersectionbetweencapitalismandcriminality.Thefourthchapter,rather,focuses
onthestudycaseofIndia,whereVedKumaripresentsaninterestingpointofcomparisonbetween
EastandWest.Inchapter5,M.Beloff&M.Langerstressonthelimitationsofjuvenilecourtsin
LatinAmerica,inferringinthereasonsontheriseofyouthimprisonmenttodate.Ultimately,Lena
SalaymehrevisitshowreligioninfluencesintheconfigurationofcriminallawacrossoverMuslim
nationsinMiddleEastaswellasNorthernAfrica.Undoubtedly,thissectionexhibitsnotonlyhow
juvenilejusticeworksinothernations,wherethereseemstobefarfromwesternresearchersaccess
buthelpsanalyststoexpandtheircurrentunderstandingofthismuchdeepseatedissueworldwide.

The third part contains three chapters discussing juvenile programs in Poland, post-Soviet
occupation(BStando-Kawecka),SouthAfrica,afterthetransitionofbloodyapartheid(AnnSkelton)
andSouthKoreajustuponJapandomination(Jae-JoonChung).Authorsinthissectionareaimedat
discussingcriticallytheinfluenceofjuvenilepenologyincontextofpoliticalinstabilityortransition
towardsdemocracy.Tomyend,thispungentsectionrepresentsaluciddiscussionwhichshouldbe
consideredasoneofthebestpartofthisbook.

Lastbutnotleast,partIVencompassesonlyonechapter(10)whichsynthetizesthemainconcerns
placedbyeditorsinthisvolume.Itistemptingtoseealmostallnationshavefleshedoutadissociated
systemtotreatwithyouthandadultcriminals.Whiletheformersareassociatedto“theneedsof
protecting”children,inwhichcase,moreeducationalprogramsemerged,forthelatter,penaltieshave
beenincreased.Quiteasidefromthisdifferentiatedtreatment,firstsourceinformationsuggeststhat
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ratesofcriminalityarepronetoincrease.Thisreflects,tomyend,oneoftheparadoxesofmodern
capitalismtoday.Youthrunstherisktofindincriminalitytheopportunitiestheyarelookingforin
socialupward,butatthesametime,theyareplacedinjeopardyasa“potentialunderclass”withfewer
probabilitiesofdevelopment.Tosumup,Ifoundinthisground-breakingbookanall-encompassing
modelwhichnotonlyishelpfultounderstandtherootsofyouthjuvenilecourtsbutpavedthewaysfor
awiderinterdisciplinaryapproachofcriminality;toputthisinotherterms,Juvenile Justice in Global 
Perspectivesituatesasatitanicwork,whichisofessentialreadingforsociologists,anthropologists
andpsychologistsinterestedinthesetypesofslipperymatters.Thisbegsamorethaninteresting
question,towhatextentthisvulnerableunderclassisconducivetofurtherterroristcellsforfurther
recruitments,orevenworse,isthelonely-wolfnaturederivativeoftheunmetvulnerabilitiesinherited
injuvenileoffendersworldwide?
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