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Overthepasttwodecades,anincreaseininternationalstudentmobilitybecomesoneofthefastest
pacedchanges ineducationalcircles.With thewaveofglobalization, increasedstudentmobility
is sweeping through the entire world; higher education can be regarded as an integral part of
internationalization.Fromtheperspectiveofinternationalstudents,itisaonceinalifetimechance
for them to learndiversityknowledge, acquire intercultural skills, todevelop theirglobalvision
andbringaboutpotentialtalentmobility.Therefore,institutionsofhighereducationhavetooffer
high-qualityeducationenvironmentsinordertograsptheopportunitiesbroughtaboutbythecurrent
mobilitytrends.

To respond to the impacts of globalization and knowledge economy, many countries have
started to strategically “import” educational services and “export” their students for achieving
internationalization(Nguyen,Vickers,Ly&Tran,2016).Forinstance,Japanannouncedthatthey
willhaverecruited300,000internationalstudentsby2020(MinisterofEducation,Culture,Sports,
ScienceandTechnology,2008),whileMalaysiadeclaredthattheywillrecruit250,000international
studentsby2025(MinistryofEducationMalaysia,2015).However,manyproblemsandchallenges
mightappearwheninternationalstudentsenteruniversitiesoverseas.Hence,thefaculty,administrators,
educators, and policymakers have to prepare well for recruiting international students, and also
facilitateacademicsuccessamongthosewhoalreadystudyattheseuniversities.

ThebookGlobal Perspectives and Local Challenges Surrounding International Student Mobility,
illustratesthetrendofinternationalstudentmobility,immigrationpolicyandregulations,adaptation
andacculturation,aswellasacademicandsocialexperiences.Italsodiscussestheproblemsand
educationalchallengesthatinternationalstudentsmayface,andfollowedbyintroducingkeycampus
support services. In addition, the authors provide insights from different types of institutions,
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countriesandmobilityschemes.Thisbookisorganizedinto15chapters,whichcoverssevenmain
topics, including:(1)academicadaptation,(2)developingcountries, (3) institutionalasymmetry,
(4)interculturaldialogue,(5)outboundmobility,(6)studentmigration,and(7)transnationalhigher
education.

Asweknow,studyingabroadmayresultinlong-termeffectsoninternationalstudents’personal
and academic lives. One of the benefits may be that international students may become more
independentinliving.Theylearnnotonlyprofessionalknowledge,butalsolearnfromtheexperience
ofdifferentstylesofeducationandculture,makingglobalfriends,and–formany-themostimportant
thingistodeveloptheirEnglishasasecondlanguageskills.Afterreadingthisbook,wewouldsaythat
eachchapterisorderlyarranged,readerscouldfindoutmoreaboutthedevelopmentofinternational
studentmobilityinWesterncountriesaswellasAsiacountries.

Atthebeginningofthebook,theauthorspresentacasestudyofthreeCaliforniacommunity
colleges,anddiscusspoliciesandpracticesforattractinginternationalstudentstoAmericanhigher
education.Theypointoutthatthecharacteristicsofcommunitycollegesintermsofsmallclasses,
lowcost,openaccess,andtransferoptions,aswellasremedialEnglishlanguagecourses,arethe
keyfactorstoattractinternationalstudents.ForAsianpeople,English-speakingcountriesarealways
theirfirstchoicebecauseofthatincentive.ThebookindicatesthatChina,India,andSouthKoreaare
thetopcountriessendingstudentstoAmerican,British,andCanadiancollegesanduniversities.In
additiontotheabove-mentionedfeatures,theauthorsalsoreportthatthemainreasonspeopledecide
tostudyabroadmaybecauseof limitededucationalandemploymentopportunities,andpolitical
instability,intheirhomecountries,orthattheycangetfinancialsupportfromthegovernmentsor
universitieswheretheystudy.

Even though international studentsoftenchoose tostudy inNorthAmericaorEurope,now
the situation is changing. As Chinese people, we mainly concerned about the development of
internationalstudentmobilityinAsia.Itisworthnotingthatthepopulationofinternationalstudents
inChinesehighereducationcontinuestoincreaseannuallybecauseoftheChinesefever.Thisbook
exploresinternationalstudentsfromAfrica,Asia,Europe,LatinandNorthAmericastudyingateight
Chineseuniversities.Theauthorsalsocategorizedthereasonsthatinternationalstudentschooseto
studyinChina,suchasimprovingChineselanguageskillsandunderstandingChinesecultureare
twocrucialmotivationsforthemajorityofinternationalstudents.Inaddition,thecost,safetyand
security,university’sreputationandranking,andseekingjobopportunitiesinChinaarealsothemajor
considerationbystudents.Theexampleshowsthatgeographicalproximityandcost,thereputation
ofthehostcountryandinstitution,collegeranking,andtheimprovementoftheirChineselanguage
playimportantrolesinchoosingastudydestination.

Thisvolumemakes itexplicit thathowChinabecomesanewchoicewhenpeopleconsider
studyingabroad.Theincreasinginternationalstudentenrollmentreflectstherapideconomicgrowth
andacademicdevelopmentinChina.However,afterenrollinginacollegeoverseas,international
studentsmayfacelotsofchallengesthattheyhavetoovercome,suchasacademicpressure,foreign
languageproficiency,homesickness,socialisolation,cultureshock,orstressintheadjustmentprocess.
In the United States, most universities have strong student affairs systems, and provide campus
supportservicesandprogramstohelpinternationalstudents,suchasorientationprograms,English
languageprograms,academicadvising,counseling,immigrationadvising,informationsessions,and
socialevents.However,itisapitythisbookmentionsverylittleaboutthesolutionforinternational
studentsinAsiancountries.Itwouldbemorevaluableifthebookcouldintroducemoredetailabout
thesupportsystemsthatuniversitiesandfacultycouldoffertointernationalstudents.

Thebookhelpsreaderstonotonlyunderstandtheglobal trendofstudentmobility,butalso
addressesmanypreviouslyoverlookedaspectsrelatedtointernationalstudents.Tosumup,higher
educationpolicy,cost,thereputationofinstitutions,andgeographicalproximityarethemainfactors
toaffectinginternationalstudentmigrationtocertainstudydestinations.Throughreadingthisbook,
readerscanlearnthatstudentmobilityhasbecomeacommoneducationalactivityandeverycountry
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shouldconfrontthisissueseriously.TheMinistryofEducationofeachcountryhastoformulate
appropriateeducationalpolicies,andtheuniversity,facultyandstaffofindividualinstitutionshave
todesignprogramsforinternationalstudents,makesuretheirorientationgoeswellandlearnhow
totakegoodcareofinternationalstudents.
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